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Remembering Our Past
By

Penny RaileNew Theater Holds Grand Opening

Church of Christ
Troy Burr-332-0364,

Dave Morrow 332-4488
502W.Spencer•St.Francis
Sunday Bible Class 10 a.m. 

Morning Worship 11 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

United Methodist
Church Office 785-332-2292,

 Church 332-2254,

512S.Scott•St.Francis
Pastor John Lewis

     Early Bird Service 8:30 a.m.

       Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 

     Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

423-650-5663

3rd&Adams•St.Francis
Pastor Carl Goff

Sabbath School 9:30

Morning Worship 10:45

St.FrancisofAssisi
Catholic Church

625S.River•St.Francis
785-332-2680 

Fr.AndrewRockers
1st Sunday of the month
Morning Mass 8:30 a.m.
Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.

WeekdayMass8:00a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

FirstBaptistChurch
2nd&Scott•St.Francis

785-332-3921

Dexter Priest, Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday AWANA Club

6:30 - 8 p.m.

Salem Lutheran Church
308-414-1667

 Pastor Jim Gleason
Morning Worship 9 a.m.
Communion 3rd Sunday

SolidRock
Baptist Church

412S.Denison•St.Francis
Pastor Allen Coon

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30

Prayer Meeting, Wed
7:30 p.m.

FirstChristianChurch
Pastor Larry DeMoss

332-2956 
118E.Webster•St.Francis

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
SundayBreakfastBlessing10a.m.

Church Service 10:30 a.m.

St.Francis
Community Church

785-332-3232 

204N.QuincyStreet•St.Francis
Pastor: David Butler

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Communion - Every 1st Sunday

Potluck-Every2ndSundayof
the month

Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

PeaceLutheranChurch,AFLC
202N.College•St.Francis

Pastor Randy Nelson

Church 332-2928  
Parsonage 332-2312.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Communion 1st Sunday 

St. Francis
Equity

St. John

Lutheran Church
405 Ketcham Ave.•BirdCity

785-734-2531

Jim Gleason, Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

St. Joseph

Catholic Church
BirdAve.•BirdCity

•332-2680
Fr.AndrewRockers

Fr.JosephAsirvatham
1st Sunday of the month

Morning Mass 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday&FridayMass
9:00 a.m.

Immanuel 
United Methodist Church

116E.Bressler•BirdCity
785-734-2739

Kevin Dixson, Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship 10:55 a.m.

Bilingual Service - Third 

Sunday of Month 6 p.m.

Living Water

FellowshipMinistry
306N.BirdAve.•BirdCity

www.lw-fm.com

Terry Glasco, Pastor

Sunday Morning Service 10 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Service 7 p.m.

Wesleyan Community 

Church
W.Hwy.36•BirdCity

785-734-2727

Dan Carson, Pastor

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Community Youth Group

Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
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God Says

Psalms 33:18-20

Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon 
them that fear him, upon them that 

hope in his mercy;
To deliver their soul from death, and to 

keep them alive in famine.
Our soul waiteth for the Lord: he is 

our help and our shield.
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One of the most iconic buildings 
in St. Francis is the Cheyenne The-
ater built in 1949 by Mr. and Mrs. 
J.B. Roshung. Vera Roshung’s 
father, E.W. Egleston, operated 
the first theater in St. Francis, The 
Electric Theater, built in 1914 and 
a theater in Atwood, Kansas where 
Vera’s family lived. Many of us re-
member Vera Roshung taking tick-
ets at the Cheyenne Theater and 
selling popcorn and candy at the 
concession cubicle tucked away in 
the corner. With her watchful eye, 
few children were able to sneak by 
her without a ticket, though many 
tried.

Below are two news articles 
from The St. Francis Herald an-
nouncing the grand opening of 
the theater on December 15, 1949 
written by L.A. Horwege and a 
follow-up article on December 22, 
1949.

*******
December 15, 1949 - Tonight, a 

long-awaited event of interest not 
only to the people of St. Francis, 
but to the whole county and sur-
rounding territory, takes place. 
This is the Grand Opening of the 
Cheyenne Theater in St. Francis, 
and first public showing of a pic-
ture in the new showhouse. The 
feature of the show this evening 
is “Father Was a Fullback,” star-
ing Fred MacMurray and Maureen 
O’Hara. The same picture will ap-
pear tomorrow evening.

As part of the Gala Opening, 
there will be a short preliminary 
program starting at 7:30, to dedi-
cate the theatre. This will consist 
of talks by Herman Miller, Mayor 
of St. Francis, and Dale Kelly, 
president of the St. Francis Cham-
ber of Commerce. N.A. Ketchum 
will act as Master of Ceremonies. 
Representing the motion picture 
producers at the dedication will 
be Bob Carnie, of Monogram Pic-
tures, Kansas City, Mo.

Also, a part of the opening of the 
new theatre, is the “Open House” 
which the owners, Mr. and Mrs. 
J.B. Roshong, are conducting this 

afternoon till 5:00 o’clock to give 
the public a chance to go inside 
and look over the new and mod-
ern place of entertainment. In ad-
dition, tomorrow afternoon, Fri-
day, there will be a free matinee, 
showing continuously from 2:00 
o’clock until 6:00. This will be 
about a 45-minute show, consist-
ing of a musical Western, “Chey-
enne Cowboy,” with a cartoon and 
a news reel.

Mr. and Mrs. Roshong are to be 
congratulated on the fine addition 
they have made to the business 
buildings and entertainment facili-
ties of St. Francis, and The Herald 
joins with the other businesses in 
extending such congratulations.

The fine theatre building is 
brand new from top to bottom and 
equipped in the most modern man-
ner. The seating capacity is 508 
persons, with the modern comfort-
able seats arranged to give every 
occupant full visibility and hear-
ing. Brand new RCA sound equip-
ment, and the latest model Bren-
kert projection equipment will as-
sure all pictures being shown in a 
truly “up-town” manner.

Mr. Roshong has announced a 
slight change in admission policy, 
to include kindergarten age chil-
dren in charge admissions as well 
as lower grade age children. He 
also tells us there will be no “bar-
gain nights” in the new theater, 
tickets for shows on all nights of 
the week running the same, 50 
cents for adults and 14 cents for 
children.

Following the first picture and 
free matinee on Saturday, “The 
Setup,” a prize fight picture will 
be shown, with two shows in the 
afternoon and two in the evening, 
starting at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. For 
the coming Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday, the public can see Bing 
Crosby in “Top O’ The Morning,” 
with four shows on Sunday and 
two on each of the following eve-
nings. Then next Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings, December 21 
and 22 they have “Take One False 

Step,” with William Powell and 
Jimmie Gleason.

The Roshongs also tell us 
that in the near future they have 
booked such outstanding pictures 
as “Rope of Sand,” “The Strat-
ton Story,” “Edward My Son,” 
“Chicken Every Sunday,” “Good 
Old Summertime,” and “The Red 
Hot and Blue.”

*******
December 22, 1949 - In a bril-

liant atmosphere of brightly shin-
ing lights and huge baskets of 
beautiful flowers, compliments 
from the Chamber of Commerce, 
fellow business associates and 
friends, the new Cheyenne Theatre 
in St. Francis was opened to the 
public last Thursday night.

This beautiful new motion pic-
ture showhouse was declared by 
visiting representatives of the in-
dustry to be one of the finest in the 
western half of the state; many fine 
compliments being paid its man-
agement to the wonderful acous-
tics and perfect visibility in the 
new theatre.

First-nighters saw the full effect 
of the lighting arrangement on the 
building’s front; lights beneath and 
atop the big marquee lighting up 
the entire face. Construction of the 
front is of terra-cotta tan trimmed 
in buff, with a light green panel 
above the marquee. The big mar-
quee, trimmed in stainless steel, 
is adorned with a big neon lighted 
“Cheyenne.” The entrances set 
back from the street, open onto 
a spacious carpeted foyer from 
which aisles lead off each side into 
the theatre proper.

One of the nicest accommoda-
tions in the new theatre is the light-
ing effect that allows theatre-goers 
to enter and select a seat without 
stumbling over others; yet allow-
ing perfect reproduction on the 
screen. The comfortable, spring-
cushioned seats allow one to com-
pletely relax while enjoying the 
entertainment. Seats are staggered 
to afford a clear view for everyone.

Casey’s Comments
By

Casey
McCormick

mccormickcasey@rocketmail.com

It’s funny the people who 
show up at the White House. 
And I’m not talking about the 
presidents.

No, I mean the famous people 
who come by to visit.

Last week I read a news story 
about how, during Jimmy Cart-
er’s administration, Willie Nel-
son stopped in for a jam session. 

Of course Willie brought a 
strange cigarette and the meat of 
the story was about the country 
musician going up on the roof of 
the executive mansion to smoke 
it with one of Carter’s sons.

Most people know about how 
Elvis Presley arranged for a 
meeting with Richard Nixon in 
order to get an honorary badge 
from the Federal Bureau of Nar-
cotics and Dangerous Drugs. 
The King figured this would al-
low him to travel with guns and 
drugs, with his badge giving 
him a free pass. 

The honorary title did not 
work out that way but it did 
make for some great pictures of 
the Dick Nixon and the way cool 
Elvis.

One of the oddest was during 
Ronald Reagan’s tenure. 

TV action star, Mr. T was 
there for Christmas in 1983. 

With a sleeveless Santa suit and 
all those gold chains he mugged 
for a shot with Nancy Reagan 
sitting on his lap. One especial-
ly awkward photo shows Nancy 
giving the actor a peck on his 
shaved, mohawk head.

Probably the most unusual 
visit was when Abraham Lin-
coln resided there.

The 6-foot, 4-inch president 
received the under-three-foot-

tall Tom Thumb. He brought 
along is equally small wife 
Lavina. 

This was a publicity stunt or-
chestrated by the showman P.T. 
Barnum in 1863. 

And it proves that for years 
politicians have known the val-
ue of a good publicity stunt.

Even if it means allowing 
anyone with a little fame in. 

Visitors at the White House

www.lw-fm.com

